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JAN/FEB Property & Casualty Dec 21 Jan 4

MAR Operations Feb 1 Feb 8

APR Risk Trends Mar 1 Mar 8 RIMS

MAY Mergers & Acquisitions Apr 1 Apr 8

JUN Health & Benefits May 2 May 9 EBLF

JUL/AUG Emerging Trends Jun 17 Jun 24

SEP Leadership and Management Aug 1 Aug 8

OCT Property & Casualty Sep 1 Sep 8 ILF

NOV Health & Benefits Oct 3 Oct 10

DEC Talent Nov 1 Nov 8 

Feature stories and dates are subject to change (and frequently do) so please check with 

your Leader’s Edge sales representative for updates.

All issues cover a variety of topics including Commercial P&C, Health & Benefits, 

Management, Technology and more.

“Good mix of  
topics on industry  
and management  

issues. It is  
the only trade  

publication that  
I always read.”

RICHARD RANKIN, CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENT, MURRAY SECURUS

CRUCIAL CARGO COVERAGE
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Now that we have  
COVID-19 vaccines, what will it  

take to ensure their safe delivery to  
those who need it most? 

BY ANDREA DE BONO
THE 

LAST 
MILE

Issues including insufficient cold-chain capacity, the 
lack of optimal equipment for temperature monitoring 
and maintenance systems, and inadequate 
transportation and storage facilities all increase 
the risk of transporting and storing vaccines, 
thus making the distribution process difficult  
to insure. 

“We met last year with global health 
organizations to discuss their needs and 

previous experiences with insurance 
for [the distribution of] vaccines and 

health commodities,” says Chris 
McGill, a class underwriter of 

marine cargo at Ascot Group. 
“Unfortunately, their 

experience wasn’t 
a particularly 

good one. They tried to procure insurance a few years ago and just 
couldn’t get any coverage.” 

A solution, however, is at hand. In 2020, 
Lloyd’s of London formed the Global Health 
Risk Facility (GHRF), anchored by the new 
Syndicate 1796, to provide “all-risk” cargo 
coverage for the transportation and storage 
of all COVID-19 global health products to 
developing countries. The syndicate is 
operated by Parsyl Insurance, a tech-
driven cargo insurer, with Ascot 
Group as the lead underwriter 
for the facility. Coverage 
will also be available for 
non-COVID-19 health 
products in order 
to maintain 

FAST FOCUS

>> The distribution of the 
vaccines in developing 
countries poses significant 
logistical concerns.

>> Potentially troubling issues 
include the lack of optimal 
equipment for temperature 
monitoring and inadequate 
storage facilities.

>> To provide coverage for 
vaccines to developing 
countries, Lloyd’s of London 
formed the Global Health 
Risk Facility.

News of the regulatory approval of COVID-19 vaccines for use in the United States and 
a handful of other countries has sparked optimism across the globe that an end to the pandemic 
is in sight, potentially by the second half of this year. But there are significant logistical concerns 
regarding the distribution of the vaccines in developing countries. 
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Few
Places
to Turn

Community nonprofits collide with 
insurance availability.

BY RUSS BANHAM
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Like many other small nonprofit organizations, Families of Children Under 
Stress (Focus) provides vital services that help people build strong and healthy 
communities, assisting families coping with the overwhelming struggles of parenting 
children with special needs. Founded in 1983, the Atlanta-based agency provides 
information, educational resources, medical equipment, and recreational and social 
activities. By 1989 Focus was serving about 400 parents of children with significant 
developmental or physical disabilities. Today it serves more than 4,500. But last year 
Focus was nearly forced to close its doors.

“I got a call from our insurance broker that our insurer would no longer cover 
nonprofits,” says Joy Trotti, associate executive director at Focus. Trotti says the 
broker, Hamby and Aloisio, assured her that Focus had done nothing wrong. “We had 
no claims the prior year and have had only three claims over the past 25 years, each 
around a couple hundred dollars,” Trotti says. “She said she’d find us another insurer 
but the premium would go up, again.”

FAST FOCUS

>> Nonprofits across the 
country are receiving 
nonrenewal notices or policy 
renewal offers with sharply 
reduced coverage and double-
digit premium increases. 

>> Some advocates don’t 
believe traditional insurance 
markets understand or 
appreciate the risks of 
nonprofits that provide 
community services.

>> The culprit in the current 
nonprofit insurance crisis 
is unsubstantiated insurer 
concern over high-frequency, 
high-severity child sexual 
abuse lawsuits.
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COMMUNITY CRISIS


